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The
Threat
of the
Gospel

Is the message of Jesus’s love and free gift of salvation a
threat to national security?
According to the Turkish authorities, it is.
In fact, the message of the Gospel is perceived as such a
strong threat in Turkey that over the past 2 years, more than
70 Christian missionaries have been forbidden to renew their
residence permits. These believers in Jesus are thus forced to
leave the country.
When I moved 10 years ago as a church planter to Ankara,
Turkey, I never imagined I would be labeled a threat. God
had given me a tremendous love for the Turkish people. I was
quickly surrounded by many Muslim friends with whom I had
opportunities to share the Gospel.
Then God brought an incredible Turkish man into my life,
someone who displayed a love for Christ and a heart to serve
Him. We married, and along with another family, started a
church which grew rapidly with new believers. The Lord also
blessed us with 3 beautiful children.
We knew workers who were eventually forced out of Turkey
in one way or another, so my husband and I were aware that
one day that could happen to me, too. However, we thought
I would be one of the last to go because of my marriage to a
Turkish citizen.
When we learned that my residence permit had been denied
because the Turkish government considers me to be a security
threat, we were shocked. Our Turkish friends, both Christian
and Muslim, could not believe it. It was hard for my husband
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to accept that his country
had made this decision, and
he hoped that somehow this
decision could be reversed
through
Turkey’s
justice
system.
We
immediately
opened a court case to appeal
the denial of my permit. Next,
we launched a social media
campaign to draw attention to
the injustice. My husband and
his father talked to whomever
they could reach in the
government, looking for help.
As I processed through the
shock and anger of this
situation, the Holy Spirit
encouraged me that I had
the opportunity to be grateful
for the time I’d had in Turkey,
I could give thanks for his
constant presence with me. I
knew that through Jesus, I was
victorious rather than a victim
of circumstances.
Slowly it became apparent
that the decision would not be
reversed any time soon. We
began to prepare for the reality
that we would have to move
to another country. This was
an extremely difficult, and sad
time for us, for my husband’s
family, for our church, for our
friends, and for our neighbors.
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Leaving Turkey was the hardest thing I have ever had to
do. My roots in the Turkish culture had grown deep. I had
many precious friendships, and I considered Turkey to be my
home. With my parents in heaven, I especially wanted my
children to have the chance to grow up around their paternal
grandparents.
The sadness in my heart was great as I bid farewell to the
precious people in our church in Ankara. These were the
people we had led to the Lord, baptized, and discipled. We
had cried with them, laughed with them, sang with them. We
were truly a family. It felt like we were abandoning them.
We will always be friends, and wherever we settle we will
invite them to visit. In this sad departure we had to choose
daily to trust the Lord to continue the work He started in
their lives. We were strengthened in our belief that He will
continue to build His church.
During this time, God had placed in my heart and in the heart
of my husband a vision to reach the unreached Turks outside
of Turkey. We slowly began to understand that God was
using this difficult circumstance to lead us out of Turkey, so
He could use us in other places. This understanding gave us
vision for the next chapter in our lives. It gave us something
to look forward to in the midst of those dark days. In the
midst of our hardships, He truly is with us always.
________________________
This story is from one of our church planters who had lived
in Turkey for 10 years with a desire to see the Turkish people
reached with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Some names and locations have been omitted for security reasons.
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Welding to
Restore
Hearts

In 2020, Esel, a Crossover Global church planter in Central
Asia, moved to a new area to start a church. The country where
Esel serves is home to more than 5.9 million people who are
unreached with the gospel. There are very few churches, and
Esel knew that planting a church during a pandemic would be
particularly challenging.
During his first year in this area, Esel was able to share the
gospel with several people. Recently, four new families came
to believe in Jesus. In one of the families, the first to believe
was a woman named Leila. Soon after, both Leila’s sister and
her mother began following Jesus. Now, Leila’s husband is
also open to the gospel. One by one, this church planter has
seen people’s hearts open to Jesus.
Another woman, Elina, was the first to believe in her family.
She visited with believers in her neighborhood to study the
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Bible. A group of local men learned that she was learning
more about Scripture and became very angry. They beat
Elina’s son, warning him, “If your mother continues to spend
time with Christians, next time will be even worse.” For this
reason, Elina and her son are now communicating with Esel
through social media. They are continuing to learn about Jesus
through their study of Scripture. Esel knows that meeting
with other believers is crucial for their growth as believers.
Wanting to help smooth over relationships with the community,
Esel prayed to the Lord for an opportunity to serve his
community in a practical way. Soon, Esel discerned that the
Lord was prompting him to open a welding shop. The shop
would not only improve relations with community members,
but would also create jobs and meet financial needs. Like
with so many villages, the pandemic devastated the local
economy. The welding shop has provided job opportunities
for three men who have been hired to work with Esel.
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It is Esel’s hope that the
village will see his desire to
serve the community, and
that they will know that he is
committed to working hard.
The shop will allow Esel to
make new connections, and
help the village to see that he
is dedicated to doing good
work. Ultimately, Esel prays
that the Lord will use his shop
to open the hearts of people
to the gospel, and that lives
will be transformed as a result.
Please join us in praying for
the Kingdom impact of this
welding shop. We are asking
that the Lord will bring a
change to this community, and
believers like Elina will not only
be safe to gather together, but
that they will welcome many
new brothers and sisters in
Christ to the fellowship.
________________
This story is from Valery
Belous, Executive Director of
the Moldova Base

Some names and locations have been omitted for
security reasons.
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Reaching the
Lezgin People

There are 10 million people representing 39 people groups
living in the country of Azerbaijan.
According to the Joshua Project, 96.1% of Azerbaijan’s
population is unreached, meaning there are 9.7 million
citizens with limited access to the gospel. The majority of
these people are followers of Islam.
One of the people groups living in Azerbaijan is the Lezgins.
Lezgins are a Northeast Caucasian ethnic group that live
predominately in northeastern Azerbaijan and southern
Issue N°02 2021 | 13

Dagestan (Russia). The total population of Lezgins is 700,000,
with the majority living in Russia and just under 200,000 living
in Azerbaijan. They primarily speak the Lezgi language.
The Lezgin mainly live among high, rugged mountains and
foothills. These mountainous areas have an elevation of over
11,000 feet. The isolated canyons and gorges formed by
deep rivers have created a difficult territory in which to live
and travel.
However, these challenges have not stopped the team at
the Caucasus Base of Crossover Global, who have spent
countless hours praying for the Lezgins. With a focus on
taking the gospel to unreached people and extending the
Kingdom of God by planting multiplying churches, our team
has established three churches among the Lezgin people.
They long to plant more.
As part of their desire to see the Lezgin people reached,
leaders at the Caucasus Base trained and commissioned the
Aliyev family to move to the mountainous region, and to live
among and serve the Lezgin people.
The Aliyev family has been learning the Lezgi language and
forming new friendships as they live among their Lezgin
neighbors. As they visit with their new friends, the Aliyevs
have been able to share the gospel.
As the Aliyev family became more connected to their
neighbors, they began to see a great physical need among
these people. Many who live in the mountain villages were in
need of food, especially as their winter food supplies began
to run out at the beginning of spring. The Aliyev family asked
the Crossover Global teammates for help, and together they
were able to provide much-needed food and supplies to the
Lezgin people.
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Distributing food in the
community
has
opened
the door to many families,
and has allowed the Aliyev
family to build even stronger
relationships
with
their
neighbors. The Aliyevs are
currently serving the Lezgin
people in five villages. It is
their hope and prayer that
they will be able to establish
five new churches by the end
of 2021.
Will you join us in proclaiming
this verse over the Aliyev’s
church planting efforts among
the Lezgin people?
The least of you will become
a thousand,
the smallest a mighty nation.
I am the LORD;
in its time I will do this swiftly.
Isaiah 60:22
________________
This story was shared by
Idris Mammadov, Executive
Director of the Caucasus Base

Some names and locations have been
omitted for security reasons.
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